Supplementary Appendix

This appendix has been provided by the authors to give readers additional information about their work.

Supplement to: Kent DA, Trikalinos TA, Thaler DE. Patent foramen ovale and cryptogenic stroke. N Engl ] Med
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The figure above helps fix notation.
From Bayes theorem:
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It is true that
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Equation (2) uses the fact that PE‘ - = 1. The latter stems from PE‘ st PE‘ - =1 and the
working assumption that PE‘ ==0.
Therefore, from (1) and (2) we obtain:
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Equation (4) gives us the probability that the cryptogenic stroke is PFO-related given
than a patient has a PFO; this is the probability that the existing PFO is not incidental.
Similarly, Equation (3) gives the probability that the existing PFO is incidental.



